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for the middle class   iatelligentsia   who  are  in search
of employment. Add   to  this the fact that the   intelli-
gentsia have a proper opportunity of coming in direct
touch  with   the villagers.
Harijan,  7-9-'34

How to Begin

Correspondents have been writing, and friends have
been seeing me, to ask me how to begin the village
industries work and  what to do first.

The obvious aaswer is, "Begin with yourself and
do first that which is easiest for you to do."

This answer, however, does not satisfy the enquirers.
Let me, therefore, be more explicit.

Each person can examine all the articles of food,
clothing and other things that he used from day to day
and replace foreign makes or city makes, by those pro-
duced by the villagers in their homes or fields with the
simple inexpensive tools they can easily handle or mend.
This replacement will be itself an education of great
value and a solid beginning. The next step will be
opened out to him of itself. For instance, say, the begin-
ner has beea hitherto using a tooth-brush made in a
Bombay factory. He wants to replace it with a village
brush. He is advised to use a babul twig. If he has
weak teeth or is toothless, he has to crush one end of
it, with a rounded stone or hammer, on a hard surface.
The other end he slits with a knife and uses the halves
as tongue-scrapers. He will find these brushes to be
cheaper and much, cleaner than the very unhygienic
factory-made tooth-brush. The city-made tooth-powder
he naturally replaces with equal parts of clean,
finely-ground   wood-clxarcoal   and clean   salt.   He     vi